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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORG, WTO 

SUBJECT: FRENCH REQUEST FOR US SUPPORT FOR RE-ELECTION OF WTO SYG 
LONATI 

REF: STATE 174357 

1 . WE HAVE DISCUSSED SUBJECT SEPARATELY WITH MINISTRIES OF 
ECONOMIC (DR. W.A. VAN DE GARDE) AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS (BEREND 
VAN GORKOM). DUTCH HAVE NOT BEEN APPROACHED BY FRENCH ON 
LONATI S BEHALF BUT PAKISTAN HAS RAISED SUBJECT OF ROEDAD 
KHAN'S CANDIDACY IN 1979. 

2. BOTH DUTCH OFFICIALS WELCOMED U.S. VIEWS. WHILE VAN DE 
GARDE IS NOT FULLY CONVINCED THAT LONATI SHOULD BE REPLACED, 

VAN GORKOM STATED THAT HE THOUGHT GON SHOULD DEFINITELY 
CONSIDER OTHER ANDIDATES. VAN GORKOM SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS 
THE SUBJECT WITHIN GON AND LET US KNOW THE RESULTS. 

3. IF OTHER CANDIDATES EMERGE. IT WOULD HELP US IN SPEAKING 
TO THE DUTCH TO HAVE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF THEIR 
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QUALIFICATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, DOES DEPARTMENT REGARD 
ROEDAD KHAN AS A WORTHY CANDIDATE? 
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